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Strength

Last week:

We began our series of Heartbeat OF A Warrior with eight essential qualities of a Warrior.

They were:

Courage

Strength

Discipline

Honesty

Loyalty

Obedience

Honor

Integrity

We started out with Courage.

We uncovered that:

1. Courage is something that we can all cultivate.

2. Where true courage comes from

3. What encouragement is

4. What discouragement is

strength see STRONG & -TH1]]   1 the state or quality of being strong; force; power; vigor   2 the power to resist strain, stress, etc.; toughness; durability   3 the power to resist attack; impregnability   4 legal, moral, or intellectual force or effectiveness   5 a) capacity for producing a reaction or effect, 7 force as measured in numbers [a battalion at full strength ]   8 vigor or force of feeling or expression   9 a source of strength or support   

SYN.--strength refers to the inherent capacity to act upon or affect something, to endure, to resist, etc. [ the strength  to lift something, tensile strength] ; power, somewhat more general, applies to the ability, latent or exerted, physical or mental, to do something [ the power  of the press, of a machine, etc.] ; force usually suggests the actual exertion of power, esp. in producing motion or overcoming opposition [ the force  of gravity] ; might suggests great or overwhelming strength or power [ with all one's might] ; energy specifically implies latent power for doing work or affecting something [ the energy  in an atom] ; potency refers to the inherent capacity or power to accomplish something [ the potency  of a drug]  
The Life Of Samson

Samson’s mighty physical feats are well-known. With his bare hands he killed a young lion that attacked him (Judg. 14:5–6). He gathered 300 foxes (jackals; Judg. 15:4, REB) and tied them together, then sent them through the grain fields with torches in their tails to destroy the crops of the Philistines.

On one occasion, he broke the ropes with which the enemy had bound him (Judg. 15:14). He killed a thousand Philistine soldiers with the jawbone of a donkey (Judg. 15:15). And, finally, he carried away the massive gate of Gaza, a city of the Philistines, when they thought they had him trapped behind the city walls (Judg. 16:3).

But in spite of his great physical strength Samson was a foolish man. He took vengeance on those who used devious means to discover the answer to one of his riddles (Judg. 14). When deceived by his enemies, his only thought was for revenge, as when his father-in-law gave away his wife to another man (Judg. 15:6–7). He had not learned the word of the Lord, “Vengeance is mine” (Deut. 32:35).

Samson’s life was marred by his weakness for pagan women. As soon as he became of age, he fell in love with one of the daughters of the Philistines. He insisted on marrying her, in spite of his parents’ objection (Judg. 14:1–4).

This was against God’s law, which forbade intermarriage of the Israelites among the women of Canaan. On another occasion he was almost captured by the Philistines while he was visiting a prostitute in the city of Gaza.

Samson eventually became involved with Delilah, a woman from the Valley of Sorek (Judg. 16:4), who proved to be his undoing (Judges 16). The Philistines bribed her to find out the key to his strength. She teased him until he finally revealed that the secret was his uncut hair, allowed to grow long in accord with the Nazirite law. While Samson slept, she called the Philistines to cut his hair and turned him over to his enemies. Samson became weak, not only because his hair had been cut but also because the Lord had departed from him (Judg. 16:20).

After his enslavement by the Philistines, Samson was blinded and forced to work at grinding grain. Eventually he came to his senses and realized that God had given him his great strength to serve the Lord and his people. After a prayer to God for strength, he killed thousands of the enemy by pulling down the pillars of the temple of Dagon (Judg. 16:28–31). That one great act of faith cost Samson his life, but it won for him a place among the heroes of faith (Heb. 11:32). Out of weakness he was made strong by the power of the Lord (Heb. 11:34).

Samson was a person with great potential who fell short because of his sin and disobedience. Mighty in physical strength, he was weak in resisting temptation. His life is a clear warning against the dangers of self-indulgence and lack of discipline.

 

Ecclesiastes 9

11I have seen something else under the sun: 

The race is not to the swift 

or the battle to the strong, 

nor does food come to the wise 

or wealth to the brilliant 

or favor to the learned; 

but time and chance happen to them all. 

Matthew 10:22

22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 

Ecclesiastes 7
19Wisdom makes one wise man more powerful 

than ten rulers in a city.

 Proverbs 16

32Better a patient man than a warrior, 

a man who controls his temper than one who takes a city. 

Amplified

32 ﻿He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, he who rules his [own] spirit than he who takes a city.﻿
Nehemiah 9:17

Psalms 103, 145. Joel 2:14. Jonah 4:2. Nahum 1:3. 

16"But they, our forefathers, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and did not obey your commands. 17They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 

Physical Strength

Psalm 18:

16He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

he drew me out of deep waters. 

17He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 

from my foes, who were too strong for me. 

Psalm 33

12Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

the people he chose for his inheritance. 

13From heaven the LORD looks down 

and sees all mankind; 

14from his dwelling place he watches 

all who live on earth-- 

15he who forms the hearts of all, 

who considers everything they do. 

16No king is saved by the size of his army; 

no warrior escapes by his great strength. 

17A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; 

despite all its great strength it cannot save. 

18But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, 

on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 

19to deliver them from death 

and keep them alive in famine. 
Psalm 89:
19Once you spoke in a vision, 

to your faithful people you said: 

"I have bestowed strength on a warrior; 

I have exalted a young man from among the people. 

20I have found David my servant; 

with my sacred oil I have anointed him. 

21My hand will sustain him; 

surely my arm will strengthen him. 

22No enemy will subject him to tribute; 

no wicked man will oppress him. 

23I will crush his foes before him 

and strike down his adversaries. 

24My faithful love will be with him, 

and through my name his horn will be exalted. 

25I will set his hand over the sea, 

his right hand over the rivers. 

26He will call out to me, `You are my Father, 

my God, the Rock my Savior.' 

The Need For Balance

1 Corinthians 15  Grace – Amplified

9 ﻿For I am the least [worthy] of the apostles, who am not fit or deserving to be called an apostle, because I once wronged and pursued and molested the church of God [oppressing it with cruelty and violence].﻿
10 ﻿But by the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not [found to be] for nothing (fruitless and without effect). In fact, I worked harder than all of them [the apostles], though it was not really I, but the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of God which was with me.﻿
11 ﻿So, whether then it was I or they, this is what we preach and this is what you believed [what you adhered to, trusted in, and relied on].﻿
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